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for, instead of being what they were purchased
as, real gems, they were glass, artfully pierced
and pencilled either with some green fluid or a
composition soluble when exposed to heat. I
need hardly say that when the Prince heard of
the disaster he replaced the sham gems with some
which did not melt, and returned the former to
the jeweller of whom they had been obtained, who
got no more Royal patronage.
King George cannot, in the nature of things,
have the legion of friends and acquaintances
possessed by his father; he has nevertheless a
large number of both, and it is pleasant to know
that they all " swear by him." One of the fore-
most of the Sovereign's fervent admirers (and
perhaps counsellors) is Lord Derby, who has been
heard to say, " King George is the best of4 pals * I"
One of His Majesty's most valued and most valuable
treasures is a number of water stones. Some of
them are as large as an ostrich's egg, and their
peculiarity is that they contain water; seeing
which, one wonders how it got there, These
priceless curios were the gift of a lady, wife of a
bank manager at Monte Video, when. King George
and his brother were on their travels.
At Ceylon the Princes became acquainted with
Mr. Traill, a prominent merchant, with whom
they played lawn-tennis. As Mr. Traill and his
son were the victors, the youth said to his father :
" We must let them win to-morrow." " No,55 he
replied, " they are young Englishmen, and must
show that they can take a licking like any one